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Pacific Community Passover Seder
Come join us and participate in our in-person
Celebration of Passover.
Date: Saturday, April 16, 2022
Place: Bluffs Fiesta Room
2414 Vista del Oro
Newport, CA.
Time: 1:00 p.m.
Please RSVP by April 12 to Bryon and Suzy Baron
at bryonbaron@sbcglobal.net
This year there will only the seder plate foods and drinks
(water, wine, grape juice). There will not be a full seder meal.

Free to member of Pacific Community.
$10.00 for non-members

And now a word from our President:
A big THANK YOU goes to Isabelle Kaminsky for putting together our
Purim Program. Also, a THANK YOU goes out to those who volunteered in the
Purim Play production and to those who brought the refreshments. Great
Hamantaschen was enjoyed by all of those in attendance. Nancy Okamoto
captured First Place as voting for having the best Hamantaschen. A fun time
was had by all. Sorry for those of you who missed out.
We are holding our Passover celebration in person this year. As noted
above, it will be held at the Club House in Newport Beach on April 16 at 1 pm.
In years past when held in person, the program included a pot luck dinner following the services.
However, due to recent levels of participation, it is too hard to accurately anticipate who will attend
and show up, thus making it difficult to insure adequate food for a pot-luck dinner. There will be Seder
plates with the traditional Passover foods, matzah and wine, water or grape juice.
Sad news. I am sad to report the recent passing of one of our dear members, Frank Field. Our
condolences to his wife Lee and the rest of the Field family. He will be missed.
Hope to see all of you at Passover. Be well and stay tuned

Bryon Baron

DINE OUT
April 9, 2022

11:30 a.m.

Tutto Fresco
1333 N. Glassell
Orange
714-771-1555
Please RSVP to Knechtfour@aol.com
no later than April 6th because of COVID restrictions.
No Exceptions to the RSVP date!

Philosopher’s Café
(Our Friendly Discussion Group)

April 8, 2022 - 7:30 p.m.

Via Zoom
The Zoom link will be sent out to those who RSVP to
Jim Rothman by April 6th. Look for it in your email. Then
on April 8th, click on the link and join in the fun.
To make sure we have your correct email address,
please email Jim at jrbythec@aol.com,
so he can include you.

Congratulations
Happy Birthday!
Larry Kisby - 04/04
Jerry Zwick - 014/14

Gone but Not Forgotten
On March 12, 2022, we lost one of our own. Frank Field passed away,
surrounded by family and loved ones. Frank will be missed by those who had
the wonderful opportunity to know him. Our thoughts go out to his wife Lee
Winocur Field.

Jews to Know
Mel Mermelstein (1926-2022)
Holocaust Testifier
Mel Mermelstein was born in 1926 as Moric Mermelstein in
Orosveg, Czechoslovakia, in an area now in Ukraine. His parents were Jews. His father
was a winemaker. The region they lived in was occupied by Hungary in 1938.
In May 1944, the Mermelstein family was among hundreds of thousands of Hungary’s Jews rounded up and
deported to the Auschwitz/Birkebau concentration camp. Mermelstein saw his mother and his 2 sisters among
other prisoners being led into a building at Auschwitz; he never saw them again. In January 1945, he was
among 3,200 prisoners sent via “death march” to the Gross-Rosen concentration camp. From there he was
transferred to the Buchenwald concentration plant. Stricken with typhus, the 18-year old weighed only 68 lbs
on arrival. He survived 2 months until American troops liberated the camp in April 1945. Alone--his parents,
his 2 sisters, and a brother had been murdered in the camps-- he emigrated to the US. He lived in Long
Beach, CA, and started a business.
Although the Germans destroyed the Auschwitz gas chambers in an attempt to hide their massive crime, the
Allied liberators were able to learn from survivors and German records that up to 3 million prisoners, many of
whom were Jews, had been systematically murdered by the Germans using poisonous gas in locked chambers.
In the decades after the Holocaust, Nazism continued as a small political movement in Europe and in the
Americas. Some Nazis denied that their regime had killed millions of Jews. Some Nazis claimed that there
never were gas chambers. A tiny Holocaust-denial organization in California called the Institute for
Historical Review (IHR), issued a challenge: $50,000 to the first person who could prove that gas chambers
had existed.
Mermelstein took up the IHR challenge. In 1980, he submitted to IHR his and other survivors’ declarations of
internment at Auschwitz, plus Zyklon B gas crystals. When IHR refused to pay up, Mermelstein sued them
(plus some associated entities and individuals) in Los Angeles County court. Judge Thomas Johnson of the
LA County Superior Court ruled in 1981 that the utilization of gas chambers at Auschwitz was an indisputable
fact. IHR then settled the suit. The stipulated judgement required IHR and its associated entities and
individuals to: pay Mermelstein $100,000; accept Judge Johnson’s ruling; and issue an apology to
Auschwitz survivors for intentional infliction of emotional distress. Such an apology from Holocaust deniers
had never been obtained before. Mermelstein’s lawyers declined to bill him for their service in this landmark
case, and Mermelstein donated the entire $100,000 to charity.
In the late 1960s, Mermelstein began traveling to Europe, where he collected small artifacts from the
Holocaust: bullet casings, bone fragments, pieces of barbed wire, etc. He made the collection into a small
museum sited at the business he owned in Huntington Beach, CA. The small museum was open to school
visits, free of charge, until the business closed in 2018. Mermelstein also established the Auschwitz Study
Foundation.
Mel Mermelstein died in 2022 at the age of 95. His small Holocaust museum collection has been transferred
to the Chabad Center of Newport Beach, CA that intends to re-open the museum.
Written by Lee Jacobi. Credits: Jewdayo 10/09/2012; Wikipedia; LA Times
articles

BOOK REVIEW
By Jerry Zwick

All ABOUT ME
My Remarkable Life in Show Business
By
Mel Brooks

I love to laugh. I have never laughed at a book as much as I did
when I read this autobiography of Melvin Kaminsky. (You may
know him as Mel Brooks).
Starting as a young comic doing shtick on the street corners of New York, to creating
the most memorable and hilarious movies ever written, with stars such as Sid Caesar
and Carl Reiner
He was a writer, director, producer and comic actor.
Nobody could do all of these things like Mel Brooks, and he did them all his own way.
This book was very hard to put down because every other page had hilarious excerpts
from of his movies such as the 20,000 Year Old Man, The History of the World Part
1,The Producers, Blazing Saddles, Young Frankenstein, Space Balls, and many more.
The difficult thing now is that since I know what went into the production of these
works of cinematic art, I have a craving to view them all over again—and laugh again.
It is also good to know that behind all of the hilarity and off -beat humor of his movies
and plays there are serious messages.
Furthermore, he has received so many awards and accolades, they are too numerous to
mention here.

So if you are interested in the inner workings of the movies of Hollywood, the theater
of New York, or just the life and career of one of the Jewish icons of show business,
this book is for you.
Reviewed by Jerry Zwick

MARK YOUR CALENDARS
All events via Zoom until further notice
April 2, 2022 - Virtual Game Night
April 8, 2022 - Philosopher’s Café
April 16, 2022 - Passover Seder
May 7, 2022 - Yom HaShoah Observance
June 10, 2022 - Philosopher’s Café
June 26, 2022—End of the Year Party
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Pacific Community Officer Elections
Once again, we are heading into an election year for our Pacific
Community Officer. Each term is a two-years term. Once the elections take
place, the new officers begin their terms right after the End of the Year
Party.
Each year the following offices are up for election: President, VicePresident, Secretary, Treasurer, Program Chair, Membership Chair, and a
Publicity Chair. The other positions are appointed by the elected officers.

We are looking for people who would are interested in having a
leadership role for Pacific Community. If you are interested, please contact
one of the current officers.
We are also looking for members to become members-at-large on our
board. A member-at-large attends board meetings and contribute to the
leading of Pacific Community.
We have between 6 - 8 meetings per years, mostly on Zoom. They last
an hour and we discuss and take care of the business of Pacific Community.
Please think about becoming an officer of Pacific Community.
If you have an questions regarding the offices or their responsibilities,
please feel free to contact Bryon Baron, president of Pacific Community.
Because without you, our organization will flounder.

PACIFIC COMMUNITY OF CULTURAL JEWS
Calendar of Events 2021 - 2022
EVENTS

DINE - OUT

Sept. 7, 2021 - Rosh Hashanah Observance (Zoom)
Sept. 16, 2021 - Yom Kippur Observance (Zoom)
Sept. 25, 2021 - Sukkot/Succos & Potluck
Oct, 17, 2021 - Book Sharing
Dec. 4, 2021 - Chanukah Party
Dec. 25, 2021 - Nature Walk
Jan. 16, 2022 - Tu B’Shvat Hike
Feb. 19, 2022 - Game Night (Zoom)
Feb. 27, 2022 - Movie Time
Mar. 20, 2022 - Purim & Comedy Event
Apr. 16, 2022 - Passover Seder
May 07, 2022 - Yom HaShoah Observance
May 15, 2022 - Tales of Our Mothers
June 27, 2022 - End of Year Party / Tales of Our
Fathers
For more information,
contact Suzy Baron, Cheryl Cohen or Karen Knecht
bryonbaron@sbcglobal.net / 714-639-4906
cjbcohen47@gmail.com / 949-616-6288

Knechtfour@aol.com / 714-739-1366

BOARD MEETINGS
All members are invited to attend
board meetings and give your input.
Meetings start at 11:00 a.m. unless
otherwise noted.

Join us for dinner at a variety restaurants once a month.
All locations will be decided upon the month before and
announced in our newsletter. All dinners are at 6:30 p.m.
unless otherwise noted.
All dates are tentative, depending on COVID.
Oct. 9, 2021
Nov. 20, 2021
Dec, 11, 2021
Jan. 8, 2022
Feb. 12, 2022
Mar. 12, 2022
Apr. 9, 2022
May 14, 2022
June 11, 2022
July 9, 2022
For more information, or for suggestions for restaurants,
contact Karen Knecht
714-739-1366 or Knechtfour@aol.com

Philosopher’s Café (via Zoom)

People get together on a monthly basis to discuss a topic
- either issues of the day, or any topic of general interest.
Where they meet is up to the group. The discussions take
anywhere from an hour to . . . ?
Philosopher’s Café is being held via Zoom. Please check
our monthly newsletters for information on our
Philosopher’s Café.
Sept. 10, 2021
Nov. 12, 2021
Jan. 14, 2022
Mar. 11, 2022
May 6, 2022
July 8, 2022

Oct. 8, 2021
Dec. 10, 2021
Feb. 11, 2022
Apr. 8, 2022
June 10, 2022
Aug. 5, 2022

Schedule subject to change
Pacific Community is an affiliate of 2 International Organizations Society for Humanistic Judaism and the Cultural and Secular Jewish Organization

