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WHAT IS TRUE?
Saturday, January 9, 2021 3p.m.via Zoom
How do you know what to believe? Can you trust what you read and hear?
What’s real and what’s fake? Come and learn about Truth, and what great minds
have advised about how to find it.

Lee Winocur Field and guest, Dr. Mark Oreste Fiocco, UCI Associate Professor of
Philosophy, will lead our discussion about this basic value of Secular Humanistic
Judaism.
Please RSVP to Lee Winocur Field at slwf@cox.net
no later than Wednesday, January 6, 2021. Please include your email so we
can send you the Zoom link.

ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR, PHILOSOPHY UCI
Ph.D. Univ. of Santa Barbara - Philosophy
M.A. Tufts Univ. - Philosophy
A.B. Princeton Univ. - Philosophy

LEE WINOCUR FIELD, PhD.
CHAIR
537 Dunnegan Place
Laguna Beach, CA 92651
949-497-3034,/ c 949-525-1481
slwf@cox.net

And now a word from our President:
HAPPY NEW YEARS to everyone.
We have been waiting with anticipation for 2021 in hopes of it being a
much better year than the disaster 2020 has been. With the promise of
more than one vaccine being implemented, we have gone to a hopeful
beginning of getting a handle on this terrible disease. We are looking
forward to summer for getting back to some level of normalcy.
Through this past year, we have been able to maintain our group and contacts through the use
of virtual programs. I feel good about how we have gone through the learning process of
having to adjust to the virtual world of communicating. Case in point, is this years Zoom
Chanukah program. From the picturesque visual Candle Lighting presentation (thanks Karen),
to the Jewish virtual Bingo Games (thanks Nancy and Sylvia), to the reading (thanks Cheryl
and Suzy) and finally to the music (thanks Josh). The success of the program demonstrated
how far we have come in capturing the use of virtual communication. Can you imagine how
much worse it would be without Zoom and Facetime in our lives. Until we reach the era of
normalcy, we will continue to communicate electronically and look forward to seeing all of
you.
Be well, stay safe, and stay tuned.
Bryon Baron
Pacific Community President

Please join us as we welcome to our community our newest members,
Shirley & Bert Bonem.
Several of us have had the pleasure of getting to know them as they attend
our Philosopher’s Café or our holidays observances.
We are so happy to have you as part of our family.

DINE OUT
Canceled until further notice.

Philosopher’s Café
(Our Friendly Discussion Group)

January 15, 2021 - 7:30 p.m.

Via Zoom
The Zoom link will be sent out to those who RSVP to Jim
Rothman by January 11th. Look for it in your email. Then
on January 15th, click on the link and join in the fun.
To make sure we have your correct email address,
please email Jim at jrbythec@aol.com,
so he can include you.

Congratulations
Happy Birthday!
Ruth Shapin - 1/10

Happy Anniversary!

Aviv & Hana Avishay - 1/15
Jerry & Leslie Zwick - 1/31

Jews to Know
Jews to Know- Zvi Dunsky
1922 - 1943

Zvi Dunsky was born in the Polish industrial town of Sosnowiec in the Zaglebie
Dabrowskie area in 1922. As a youth, Dunsky became an activist in the Hashomer Hatzair
(Socialist-Zionist youth movement).
World War II, beginning 9/01/1939, burst upon the Jews of western Poland like a massive aerial
bombardment. A thousand years of grudging acceptance of Jewish habitation was upended in just days. The
Nazis were determined to squeeze all possible wealth out of the Jews. Jewish homes, businesses and
synagogues were plundered by the Nazi forces. In each city, a small ghetto area was defined. Jews from
other parts of the city, and from surrounding towns and villages, were forced from their homes, and crowded
into the ghetto. Jews were fired from public employment positions such as schoolteachers, college
professors, and Polish government clerks. For each ghetto, the Nazis created a “Judenrat”, or Jewish
Council, complete with a squad of Jewish policemen, to carry out Nazi orders within the ghetto.
After the Germans over-ran their area, Dunsky and other leaders organized Jewish youth into small cells of
resisters. Dunsky headed efforts to collect weapons, build bunkers, and he issued an underground newspaper
called “Przelom” (Turning Point). The young Sosnowiec activists kept contact with Jewish anti-Nazi
activists in the capital, Warsaw. They planned future resistance activities, despite having almost no weapons.
During a crackdown by the Gestapo (the Nazi secret political affairs police) in Dec. 1942, Dunsky’s mother
and his sister Sala were arrested. Dunsky went into hiding, but he was caught in early 1943 by the Jewish
ghetto police, who turned him over to the Gestapo. His mother and sister were killed at Auschwitz death
camp. Zvi Dunsky was singled out for especially cruel punishment. He was sent to a prison in the Polish city
of Katowice, where he was tortured again. Dunsky did not betray his fellow Jewish activists. He was
beheaded by the Nazis in Feb. 1943. His resistance cell later resisted the liquidation of the Sosnowiec ghetto
in June 1943.
Dunsky is remembered as a hero in Israel, where there is an Organization of Partisans, Underground Fighters
and Ghetto Rebels.

Written by Lee Jacobi. Credits: Jewdayo

BOOK REVIEW
By Jerry Zwick

THE SECRET CHORD
By
Geraldine Brooks

This novel tells the story of King David of Israel. It takes us from the
time he was a child as a shepherd; then as a soldier and finally as the
king of Israel.

It tells of the various different aspects of his personality. He was at times musical, at times
treacherous, at times heroic, at times tender, at times loving and at times wise and
calculating.
The story is told in the voice of Natan, the prophet who guides him. It tells about his three
wives and six sons and their efforts to inherit his kingdom.
The book is very dramatic and at times quite brutal. It embellished the biblical story and
brought in some modern issues as well.
In all, I felt it was mostly quite readable. However, at times I thought it was somewhat
difficult to follow the different characters.
Here's the list of movies that Sheila Bass’ film group is recommending. Enjoy!
The Queen - 2006
The Lincoln Lawyer - 2011
The African Doctor - 2016.. France
Inside Man - 2006
The Social Network - 2010 (Book by Mezrich)
Seabiscuit - 2003 (Book by Hillenbrand)
There Will Be Blood - 2007 (Book by Sinclair)
A Little Chaos - 2015
Saving Mr. Banks - 2013
What Happened to Miss Simone - 2015 (Documentary)
Three Idiots - 2009
The Guernsey Literary & Potato Peel Pie Society - 2018 (Book by Shaffer and Barrows)
Crip Camp - 2020 (Documentary)
The Two Popes - 2019
The 100 ft. Journey - 2014 (Book by Morals)
Frida - 2002 (Book by Herrera)
Molly's Game - 2017 (Book by Bloom)
The Distingui8shed Citizen - 2016 Argentina

MARK YOUR CALENDARS

All events via Zoom until further notice
What is True? - January 9, 2021
Philosopher’s Café - January 15, 2021
Philosopher’s Café - February 5, 2021
Valentine’s Day Event - February 13, 2021
Purim Celebration - February 27, 2021
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Bye Bye 2020. Here are 12 things to consider as we get closer to closing the door
on one of the most horrible years of our lifetime:
1.

The dumbest thing I ever bought was a 2020 planner.

2.

I was so bored I called Jake from State Farm just to talk to someone. He
asked me what I was wearing.

3.

2019: Stay away from negative people.
2020: Stay away from positive people.

4.

The world has turned upside down. Old folks are sneaking out of the house
& their kids are yelling at them to stay indoors!

5.

This morning I saw a neighbor talking to her dog. It was obvious she
thought her dog understood her. I came into my house & told my cat. We
laughed a lot.

6.

Every few days try your jeans on just to make sure they fit. Pajamas will
have you believe all is well in the kingdom.

7.

Does anyone know if we can take showers yet or should we just keep
washing our hands?

8.

This virus has done what no woman has been able to o. Cancel sports, shut
down all bars & keep men at home!

9.

I never thought the comment, “I wouldn’t touch him/her with a 6-foot pole”
would become a national policy, but here we are!

10. I need to practice social-distancing from the refrigerator.
11.

I hope the weather is good tomorrow for my trip to the Backyard. I’m
getting tired of the Living Room.

12. Never in a million years could I have imagined I would go
up to a bank teller wearing a mask & ask for money.
Here’s hoping for a Happier New Year!

