Pacific Community
of Cultural Jews

Chai-Lights
November 2018

Pacific Community of Cultural Jews
Orange County, CA
714-739-1366
PacifComm@aol.com www.pccjews.org

Pacific Community Chanukah Party
December 8, 2018 2:00 p.m.
Bluffs Fiesta Room
2414 Vista del Oro
Newport Beach
Please join us as we celebrate Chanukah with Latkes,
Songs, and Games.
Also we will be having our Chanukah Gift Exchange. This is optional
and each participant should spend between
$10.00 and $15.00.
Please RSVP to Suzy Baron no later than December 3, 2018 at
Bryonbaron@sbcglobal.net or 714-639-4906

A special thank you to all of the Friends of
Pacific Community for your continued financial support
Lee & Frank Field
Bob & Karen Knecht
Dave & Nancy Okamoto
Ruth Shapin
Jerry & Leslie Zwick
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The Prez Box
11 Jews were murdered, and several more injured, in an attack on a synagogue in
Pittsburgh, PA on 10/27/2018. The lone gunman was reportedly a White Nationalist who
hates Jews. What reportedly set him off on this attack was hearing that a Jewish
organization was giving assistance to Latinos trying to migrate to the US (true), and hearing
that the migrants were violent invaders (false).
As we get over our shock, we mourn, and then we should consider what went wrong here, and what should
be done about it. The following is my personal opinion:
Some people should not be allowed to have guns. Stricter laws and stronger enforcement are needed to
keep guns out of the hands of violent “haters” and the mentally ill. That is a better solution than everyone
carrying a gun.
We should have and enforce limits on “hate speech” that incites violence. We need new ways to prevent
hate speech that incites violence from being spread on new technology, and to punish those who spread lies
that incite violence.

DINE OUT
Nov. 10, 2018
6:30 p.m.
Christakis Greek Cuisine
13011 Newport Ave.
Tustin
714-731-6600
RSVP to Karen Knecht no later than
Nov. 8th to Knechtfour@aol.com or 714-739-1366
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PHILOSOPHER’S CAFÉ
(Our Friendly Discussion Group)

Friday, Nov. 2, 2018
7:30 p.m.
At the home of
Di Bunin
8885 Plumas Circle Unit # 1116A
Huntington Beach
please RSVP by Oct. 31st to Di at 714-951-9180
or DBF331@hotmail.com

Happy Birthday !
Victor Vega - 11/6
Pnina Shichor - 11/13
Bob Knecht - 11/14

Happy Anniversary!
Jim & Sylvia Rothman - 11/23
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Jews To Know
by Lee Jacobi

The Italian-Jewish-American Mayor of NYC
Fiorello LaGuardia was born in Manhattan, NY in 1882 to Achille Luigi Carlo
LaGuardia, a Catholic, and Irene Luzzato Coen, who had been raised in an observant
Jewish home in Trieste, Italy. In 1880, the couple immigrated to the US. The father
joined the U.S. Army; he died a few years later from eating tainted food that had been
sold to the Army by dishonest suppliers. This experience instilled in his son a hatred of
corruption.
At age 18, LaGuardia’s multi-language skills got him a job with the US government
consular service. Advised that his part-Jewish roots and lack of a Harvard degree would stunt his advancement,
LaGuardia resigned in 1906 to study law. Upon graduating from NYU, he opened a law practice that
specialized in representing immigrant workers in the garment industry.
LaGuardia ran for Congress in 1916 as a Republican, against a corrupt Tammany Hall hack, and won in an
upset. The diminutive 5 foot -2 inch progressive Congressman won re-elections until 1932, when there was a
Democratic Party sweep (a “blue wave”). The next year, LaGuardia successfully ran for mayor of the City of
New York. Italian-Americans and Jewish-Americans both considered him one of their own, although his
religion was Episcopalian in adult life. He served 3 mayoral terms from 1934 to 1945 in which he unified the
NY transit system; built public housing, playgrounds and parks; reformed the police force; constructed a major
airport; and empowered the Triborough Bridge & Tunnel Authority to construct regional highways, bridges and
tunnels.
LaGuardia was an outspoken critic of Adolf Hitler (“a perverted maniac”) and the Nazi regime. In 1934,
LaGuardia warned, "Part of [Hitler’s] program is the complete annihilation of the Jews in Germany." In 1935
Mayor LaGuardia demanded cancellation of a major steel order from Germany; the Triborough Bridge would
instead be built with American steel. In 1938 after Kristallnacht and Germany’s invasion of western
Czechoslovakia, Mayor LaGuardia spoke at a rally of 20,000 anti-fascists in Madison Square Garden, declaring
that the Nazi regime was a great threat to world peace. The Nazis hated him. They arrested his sister Gemma in
Budapest, and held her as a political prisoner at the Ravensbruck concentration camp.
After World War II ended, LaGuardia served as director general of the United Nations Relief and Rehabilitation
Administration (UNRRA) from March to December 1946, directing food shipments to millions of displaced
persons.
LaGuardia died in 1947 at the age of 65. New York’s LaGuardia Airport is named for him.
Written by Lee Jacobi. Credits: Jewdayo 09/19/2012; Wikipedia; Jewish Virtual Library

MARK YOUR CALENDARS November , December
Nov. 2, 2018 - Philosopher’s Café
Nov. 10, 2018 - Dine Out
Dec. 8, 2018 - Chanukah Party
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BOOK REVIEW BY JERRY ZWICK
The Jewish Dog
By Asher Kravitz
This is a novel that presents the holocaust from the point of view of a dog. Caleb is a
dog that is born into the house of a German Jewish family in the mid 1930s. He is an
unusually bright and perceptive dog that has come to understand the language of
humans.
He is adopted by a German family and becomes a military dog. He is employed at a concentration and
observes the inhumanity therein. Caleb develops qualities of loyalty, empathy and understanding. He has
qualities that we would love to see in a dog, as well as in humans. His unique insights into the human condition
are enlightening and profound.
Reading about him almost makes me want another dog…almost.
This book is written with drama, humor, and some graphic violence. It is a real page-turner, and I would
highly recommend it.

J-West

A World of Jewish Music

West Coast Conference for
Cultural, Humanistic, and
Secular Jews

Come learn, enjoy and sing!

Tri-Valley Cultural Jews (TVCJ) and the
International Institute for Secular Humanistic Judaism (IISHJ)
are proud to welcome you to J-West, a West Coast gathering of Cultural, Humanist and Secular Jews. The
conference is a time to see old friends, make new ones, and build connections among individuals and
communities. It is a forum for secular Jewish organizations to come together and share resources, ideas, and
inspiration for sustaining and promoting Jewish culture and history. The 2018 conference will give us the
opportunity to learn about our broad musical history and share the songs that move and inspire us today.
The conference will be held January 18-20 at the La Quinta Inn in Hayward, California, an easy distance from
either the Oakland or San Francisco airports and will begin with a TVCJ-hosted shabbes dinner at the home of a
member.
We hope to make this conference affordable for all people. To help us in making this possible, we invite you to
make a tax-deductible donation to the Scholarship Fund. There is space on the registration form to make a
donation.

For information, or to register online, go to: http://bit.ly/JWest-2019
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2018 - 2020 PACIFIC COMMUNITY BOARD
MEMBERS
President

Lee Jacobi

LeeJacobi123@gmail.com

Vice President

Leslie Zwick

jerlesz@verizon.net

Secretary

Sylvia Rothman

sobaysyl@aol.com

Treasurer

Bryon Baron

bryonbaron@sbcglobal.net

Membership

Nancy Okamoto

949-386-0400

Program Coordinators

Suzy Baron

bryonbaron@sbcglobal.net

Karen Knecht

Knechtfour@aol.com

Nancy Okamoto

949-386-0400

Publicity

COMMUNITY AND BOARD POSITIONS
SHJ Representative

Lee Jacobi

LeeJacobi123@gmail.com

Board Members at Large

Jerry Zwick

jerlesz@verizon.net

Bernice Stein

jstein7901@aol.com

Newsletter Editor

Karen Knecht

Knechtfour@aol.com

Sunshine

Cheryl Cohen

cjbcohen47@gmail.com

Web Master

Marissa Jacobi

mrjacobi@ucdavis.edu
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